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1. EU provisions
Art. 5a of Decision n° 568/2009/EC of 18 June 2009 establishing a European Judicial Network in civil and commercial matters:

"Article 2

Composition

"1. The Network shall be composed of:

…

(e) professional associations representing, at national level in the Member States, legal practitioners directly involved in the application of Community and international instruments concerning judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters."
Article 5a
Professional associations

1. In order to contribute to the accomplishment of the tasks provided for by Article 3, the contact points shall have appropriate contacts with the professional associations mentioned in Article 2(1)(e), in accordance with rules to be determined by each Member State.

2. In particular, the contacts referred to in paragraph 1 may include the following activities:

(a) exchange of experience and information as regards the effective and practical application of Community and international instruments;

(b) collaboration in the preparation and updating of the information sheets referred to in Article 15;

(c) participation of the professional associations in relevant meetings.

3. Professional associations shall not request information relating to individual cases from contact points."

2. Participation of national associations representing legal professions

The question whether, which and when representatives of the legal professions should be invited to "relevant" meetings of the EJN, should in principle be subject to a common discussion by the Contact Points before the meeting concerned in order to find a common position. The secretary of the EJN may suggest recommendations in this respect. 
Where it has been agreed that a meeting is "relevant" for the participation of representatives of the legal professions it is for each Contact Point to decide individually whether or not to invite those representatives. The Contact Points will send out the invitations because a) they know best the situation in their Member State and b) they are best placed to select the most appropriate participants and to control the number of participants, if necessary.
For these reasons, the Commission will send invitations for all meetings only to the Contact Points. 
3. Participation of European or international associations representing legal professions

The wording of Art. 2 (1)(e) of the Council Decision 568/2009 does not allow for international associations to become members of the EJN as it refers to "professional associations representing, at national level in the Member States, legal practitioners". 
Several European associations (like the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe, CCBE, and The Council of the Notariats, CNUE) asked for an observer status in the meetings of the EJN (all kind of meetings). Contact points agree that European or international associations may be invited to annual meetings but not to normal EJN meetings. Exceptions may be granted for meetings on specific issues after discussion by the Contact Points. 
4. Access to CIRCA
The national representatives of the legal professions could have access to CIRCA. It is however up to the Contact Points to open up CIRCA to their national associations. European or international associations should not have access to CIRCA.
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